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Decoding and Determining the 
Validity of High School 
Transcripts

Topics
 History/Background in Florida of the 

various diploma types and coding issues
 Diploma Mills and how state colleges in 

Florida are addressing this to validate high 
schools

 High School VALIDITY and the student’s 
ability to receive financial assistance

 Recommended protocols and procedures
 Resources
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Frame of Reference

 FLORIDA HIGHER 
EDUCATION 
LANDSCAPE

Frame of Reference

 St. Petersburg College is a public, four-year 
institution, but with a community college 
mission, an open-door admissions policy at the 
two-year level

 We do not deny general admission to students 
without a valid high school diploma, but it might 
prevent the student from becoming degree-
seeking at SPC, which will prevent the student 
from receiving federal financial assistance

FLORIDA Paths to Graduation

STANDARD 
HS DIPLOMA

Or GED or 
HOME 

SCHOOL

Int’l 
Bacc

24 Credit 
4 year

18 Credit 
3 year 

College 
Prep

18 Credit
3 year
Career 
Prep

(AICE) Int’l 
Certif of 

Education
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Other Diploma Types
Type of Diploma Status

CPT Certificate of Completion Admission to state college, not eligible for 
FA

Certificate of Completion No admission to degree-seeking status, not 
eligible for FA

Special Diploma Depending on the diploma option selected, 
some students may need to spend more 
than four years in high school. The school 
district must continue to offer special 
education and related services until a 
student with a disability is 22, or until the 
student earns a standard diploma, 
whichever comes first. Students who do 
not meet requirements for a standard or 
special diploma may be awarded either a 
regular or a special certificate of 
completion, depending on their 
coursework. 

Florida High School Withdrawal Codes

Home School

 Florida Statute 1002.41 provides for 
students to complete high school 
requirements through completion of a 
home education program of study

 Eligible for admission to state colleges and 
university, Bright Futures, Dual 
Enrollment, etc.
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General Equivalency 
Development (GED)

 Acceptable for admission to state colleges
 Transcript issued by state agency

Non-Florida HS Graduation

 At SPC, for admission at the two-year 
level, we simply require an official 
transcript indicating a date of graduation 
from a “valid” high school (as defined by  
FCRAO)

 OR a GED transcript

High Stakes

 Extreme pressure to graduate to qualify 
for college admission

 USDOE requirement that colleges and 
universities evaluate the validity of 
student’s high school completion 



5/28/2013

7

Diploma Mills
 High Stakes 

and 
economic 
pressures 
have 
contributed 
to 
proliferation 
of diploma 
mills
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http://www.geteducated.com/fake-diplomas

http://www.geteducated.com/fake-diplomas

FLORIDA  D.O.E.

http://www.floridaschoolchoi
ce.org/Information/Private_S
chools/default.asp?whichVie
w=parent
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Accreditation

http://www.geteducated.com/diploma-mills-police/college-degree-mills/204-
fake-agencies-for-college-accreditation
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So what?
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Florida College Registrars and 
Admission Officers (FCRAO)

 Have established a process for validating 
high schools

 Develop and maintain a list of High School 
Acceptable Transcripts (HAT) and High 
School Invalid Transcripts (HIT)
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FCRAO VALIDATION PROCESS
Level 1

1.1.
• Public high school in the U.S or U.S. territories?

2.2.
• Regionally accredited high school?

3.3.
•High schools accredited by a CHEA recognized accrediting body?

4.4.
•GED issued by state agency, U.S. territory or military? 

Validating High Schools

 List of public high schools is maintained by NCES  
@ http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/schoolsearch/

 Florida Department of Education maintains a list 
of high schools operating in the state. Its Office 
of Independent Education and Parental Choice 
maintains the Florida Private Schools Directory 
but inclusion on the list does not imply approval 
or accreditation by the FL DOE: 
http://www.floridaschoolchoice.org/Information/
PrivateSchoolDirectory/
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FCRAO VALIDATION PROCESS
Level 1

5.5.
• Foreign transcript evaluated by an approved 

NACES agency?

6.6.
•International Baccalaureate Diploma?

7.7.
•Previously approved as a HAT school by FCRAO?

http://www.ibo.org/
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Resources – Validating High 
Schools

 FCRAO Website maintained by Palm Beach 
State College:

 http://www.palmbeachstate.edu/admissions/fcrao/memb
ers.htm

FCRAO HAT List and HIT List

FCRAO HAT List and HIT List
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FCRAO VALIDATION PROCESS
Level 2

1.1.
• Conduct research by interviewing principal, review 

website, 

2.2.
• Complete an evaluation form

3.3.
• Share with other FCRAO institutions

4.4.
• Added to official HIT or HAT List

Level 2 Considerations
 Determine mode of delivery for education (online, face-to-

face, hybrid, diploma-test only*)
 Determine whether or not credentialed teachers delivered 

education
 Determine if education is delivered over specified periods of 

time
 Determine if curriculum is consistent with a valid secondary 

education
 Determine if website is consistent with findings
 Other information/criteria as determined by the member 

institution if member institution has reason to believe the high 
school diploma is not valid.

 *”Diploma-test only” diplomas are considered invalid.

Validating High Schools

 The process is utilized by Florida public 
state colleges

 Each institution can “validate” a 
questionable high school and send its 
evaluation to the group
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Case Study

 Stepping Stones High School, Odessa, FL

Step 1: Public or Private?
Private, it is listed on the FL DOE website

Step 2: Review Website
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Website (these affiliations are not on the “fake” accrediting 
agencies list)

What about CHEA?

 Neither affiliation is found at CHEA

Website (continued)
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Contact school…

 Several attempts to schedule appointment
 “Drive by” investigation and field research

Contact school again…
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Challenges
 Keeping the list current as emails and forms 

are being prepared and submitted
 Not just the “official FCRAO list” but also 

each institution must keep a historical log for 
reference and audit purposes

 Process for “appeals” by schools not defined
 Update policy manual and admissions policies
 Impacts admission of dual-enrolled students 

as well
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Recommendations
 Update your admissions and FA policies to 

acknowledge requirement of valid high 
school

 Update website if appropriate
 Decide what will be the criteria for 

determining validity and be able to defend 
that

 Keep a historical and chronological log for 
audits and reference

Resources
 U.S. Department of Education
 http://www2.ed.gov/students/prep/college/diplomamills/accreditatio

n.html

 National Center for Education Statistics
 http://nces.ed.gov/

 Council for Higher Education Accreditation
 WWW.CHEA.ORG
 Florida Department of Education
 www.fldoe.org

 National Association for College Admission Counseling
 www.nacacnet.org

Resources
 Florida College Registrars and Admissions Officers 

(FCRAO)
http://www.palmbeachstate.edu/admissions/fcrao/memb
ers.htm

 Florida Virtual Campus
 www.flvc.org
 U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics
 http://www.bls.gov/
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Contact Information

 Dr. Susan Fell, Director of Admissions and 
Records, St. Petersburg College

 727-341-3166
 fell.susan@spcollege.edu


