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Dr. Susan Fell
St. Petersburg College

Demystifying the High School 
Graduation Codes – and other 
stuff

Topics

 History/Background in Florida of the 
various diploma types and transcript 
issues

 Diploma Mills and how state colleges in 
Florida are addressing this to validate high 
schools

 High School graduation and the student’s 
ability to receive financial assistance

Frame of Reference

 St. Petersburg College is a public, four-year 
institution, but with a community college 
mission, an open-door admissions policy at the 
two-year level

 Do not deny admission to students without a 
valid high school diploma, but it might prevent 
the student from becoming degree-seeking, and 
will prevent the student from receiving federal 
financial assistance
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Various paths to 
graduate with a high 

school diploma

Achieve passing scores 
on the FCAT in the 10th

grade

STANDARD HIGH 
SCHOOL DIPLOMA

Paths to Graduation

STANDARD 
HS 

DIPLOMA

Int’l 
Bacc

24 Credit 
4 year

18 Credit 
3 year 

College 
Prep

18 Credit
3 year
Career 
Prep

(AICE) Int’l 
Certif of 

Education

Standard High School Diploma
Admission to State 

University
Admission to a State 

College
•Min 2.5 GPA in high school 
academic core courses
•Admissions test scores 
(minimum requirements)

•◊ SAT: Reading 
460/Math 460/Writing 
440 
•◊ ACT: Reading 
19/Math 19/English with 
Writing 18

•Completion of 18 specific 
credits

Additional Paths

(1) Earn a high school 
equivalency diploma OR

(2) Earn a College Placement 
Test (CPT)-eligible 
Certificate of Completion 
AND take a CPT, such as the 
Postsecondary Education 
Readiness Test (P.E.R.T.)

Completion of specific 18 
credits recommended
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Other Diploma Types
Type of Diploma Status

CPT Certificate of Completion Admission to state college, not eligible for 
FA

Certificate of Completion No admission to degree-seeking status, not 
eligible for FA

Special Diploma Depending on the diploma option selected, 
some students may need to spend more 
than four years in high school. The school 
district must continue to offer special 
education and related services until a 
student with a disability is 22, or until the 
student earns a standard diploma, 
whichever comes first. Students who do 
not meet requirements for a standard or 
special diploma may be awarded either a 
regular or a special certificate of 
completion, depending on their 
coursework. 

Florida High School Withdrawal Codes

Phasing out the FCAT

Starting in 2014-15 school year, the Reading and 
Math portions of the FCAT will be replaced with a 
new test to bring Florida in line with other states

Florida is moving to the PARTNERSHIP FOR 
ASSESSMENT OF READINESS FOR COLLEGE AND 
CAREERS (PARCC TEST) to better align with 
Common Core State Standards which were 
adopted twoyears ago.
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Home School

 Florida Statute 1002.41 provides for 
students to complete high school 
requirements through completion of a 
home education program of study

 Eligible for admission to state colleges and 
university, Bright Futures, Dual 
Enrollment, etc.

Non-Florida HS Graduation

 At SPC, for admission at the two-year 
level, we simply require an official 
transcript indicating a date of graduation 
from a “valid” high school (as defined by  
FCRAO)

 OR a GED transcript

High Stakes

 Pressure to graduate to qualify for college 
admission

 USDOE requirement that colleges and 
universities evaluate the validity of 
student’s high school completion 
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US DOE Program Integrity Rules
2011

 Institutions must “develop and follow procedures to evaluate 
the validity of a student’s high school completion if the 
institution or the Secretary of the US Department of Education 
has reason to believe that the high school diploma is not valid 
or was obtained from an entity that provides secondary 
school education.”

 The institution must validate two items:  (a) that the student’s 
named high school provides secondary school education and 
(b) that the high school diploma is valid.

 The US Department of Education will: (a) maintain a list of 
valid public and private high schools, (b) add questions on the 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) regarding 
the high school name, city and state and (c) notify the high 
school if there is reason to question the validity of the 
diploma.

US DOE Program Integrity Rules
2011

 Student certification of the validity of their diploma 
is not sufficient.

 Validation is also required if the institution itself 
has “reason to believe” the high school diploma is 
not valid or was obtained from an entity not 
providing secondary school education. “Reason to 
believe” includes”
 If the institution has information that the diploma was 

purchased with little work expected from the student.
 If the institution receives “conflicting” information 

from the student.
 If the institution has previously questioned the high 

school as being a diploma mill.

Florida College Registrars and 
Admission Officers (FCRAO)

 Have established a process for validating 
high schools

 Develop and maintain a list of High School 
Acceptable Transcripts (HAT) and High 
School Invalid Transcripts (HIT)
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Acceptable High Schools—Level 1

 All public high schools within the U.S. or U.S. territories
 Previously validated private high schools by FCRAO’s High 

School Diploma Integrity Committee, if the FCS institution 
chooses to follow the recommendation.

 Regionally accredited high schools
 High schools accredited through agencies approved by CHEA  

such as the Distance Education and Training Council (DETC)
 All U.S., U.S. territory, and military-issued GED’s
 Foreign high school transcripts evaluated by an National 

Association of Credential Evaluation Services (NACES) affiliate 
as equivalent to a standard high school diploma

 International Baccalaureate diplomas

Acceptable High Schools—Level 2
 Determine mode of delivery for education (online, face-to-

face, hybrid, diploma-test only*)
 Determine whether or not credentialed teachers delivered 

education
 Determine if education is delivered over specified periods of 

time
 Determine if curriculum is consistent with a valid secondary 

education
 Determine if website is consistent with findings
 Other information/criteria as determined by the member 

institution if member institution has reason to believe the high 
school diploma is not valid.

 *”Diploma-test only” diplomas are considered invalid.

FCRAO HAT List and HIT List
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FCRAO HAT List and HIT List

Resources – Validating High 
Schools

 FCRAO Website maintained by Palm Beach 
State College:

 http://www.palmbeachstate.edu/admissio
ns/fcrao/enrollment_and_data.htm

Validating High Schools

 List of public high schools is maintained by NCES  
@ http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/schoolsearch/

 Florida Department of Education maintains a list 
of high schools operating in the state. Its Office 
of Independent Education and Parental Choice 
maintains the Florida Private Schools Directory 
but inclusion on the list does not imply approval 
or accreditation by the FL DOE: 
http://www.floridaschoolchoice.org/Information/
PrivateSchoolDirectory/
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Validating High Schools

 NCAA maintains a list of high schools that are 
considered ineligible for student athletes

 Council for Higher Education Accreditation 
(CHEA) maintains a list of valid accrediting 
bodies @ www.chea.org

Validating High Schools

 The process is utilized by Florida public 
state colleges

 Each institution can “validate” a 
questionable high school and send its 
evaluation to the group

Contact Information

 Dr. Susan Fell, Director of Admissions and 
Records, St. Petersburg College

 727-341-3166
 fell.susan@spcollege.edu


