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• Electronic Announcement – 7/20/12 

• Paper Tax Return ―temporary‖ exception (GEN-12-07) 

• Beginning July 16, 2012, unless person meets 

exception  listed in 8/21/12 EA, tax information must 

be verified by either using the IRS Data Retrieval Tool 

or by submitting IRS Tax Return Transcript  

• Note that the July 15, 2012 exception deadline for 

paper returns applies to receipt of the copy of the tax 

return and NOT to when verification must be 

completed. 
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2012-2013 – Transcripts Unavailable 

Electronic announcement – November 2, 2012 

• Alternative documentation allowed when tax filer 

unable  to obtain an IRS Tax Return Transcript 

using the IRS paper or on-line request process  

• No alternative documents for telephone requests  
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2012-2013 – Transcripts Unavailable 

• Alternative documentation includes: 

1. Signed copy of the relevant 2011 IRS tax return; 

AND 

2. Signed copy of the IRS response mailed to the 

tax filer indicating IRS could not provide the 

requested transcript (paper request); OR 

2. Signed copy of a screen print from official IRS      

  Web page that displays message indicating  

  transcript request was unsuccessful (on-line  

  request); AND 
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2012-2013 – Transcripts Unavailable 

• Alternative documentation includes: 

3. Tax filer must also provide to the school a 

 completed/signed IRS Form 4506T-EZ/4506-T 

 that includes the name, address, and phone 

 number of the school as the third party who will 

 receive the Tax Return Transcript 

– In case school questions information provided 
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• Tax Return Transcript 

• Based on initial tax filing 

• Obtained in most situations where IRS Data 

Retrieval process cannot be used (or don’t use) 

• Exceptions – amended returns, identity theft, 

foreign countries, certain island nations and US 

commonwealths  

• Electronic Announcement dated 8/21/12 

–Updated with program integrity Q & A (DOC-Q2) 

 

              

              

Verification Documentation  
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• Amended Tax Returns 

1) a signed copy of an original tax return; OR                  

a tax return transcript (or other transcripts outlined in 

DOC-Q10 on program integrity website);  AND 

2) a signed copy of IRS form 1040X 

• Identity Theft 

1) a signed copy of the paper IRS income tax   

 return; AND 

2) a signed copy of IRS Form 14039 ―Identity   

 Theft Affidavit‖ OR a signed statement, or police 

 report if applicable 

 

 

              

              

Tax Filers - Extensions 
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• Person is required to file, but obtained extension, 

must submit: 

– IRS form 4868 or IRS approval to extend beyond 

October 15, 2012 

– W-2 for each source of employment income 

– Signed statement by a self-employed individual 

certifying amount of AGI & US income tax paid for 2011  

– When above documentation reviewed, verification is 

considered complete (disbursements are valid) 

• School may request transcript/IRS DRT when taxes 

are filed   
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2013-14 Verification  

• Continuing to take small steps towards 

customized verification 

• Items to be verified will be grouped 

• Individual student’s ISIR record will 

indicate which group of items the student 

must verify 

• IRS Data Retrieval Tool will be available 

the first Sunday each February (2/3/13) 
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Verification Worksheets 

• Electronic Announcement – 11/1/12 

• No sample worksheets for 2013-2014 

• Provide suggested text for all verification 

items 

• Will provide specific statement of educational 

purpose which cannot be changed 

• Include sample signature blocks 

• Stay tuned to IFAP for more information 
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2013-14 Verification 

Verification items— 

• Retained all items subject to verification in 12/13  

• same documentation requirements 

• Added two new items 

• High school completion status 

• Identity/Statement of Educational Purpose 
 

Federal Register – July 12, 2012 

DCL GEN-12-11 
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2013-14 Verification 

• Documentation of high school completion 

status:    

• High school diploma; or 

• Final high school transcript that shows the date of 

graduation  

Note:  If a copy of an applicant’s high school diploma or 

final high school transcript is unavailable, the institution 

may accept alternative documentation 

•  Student self-certification not allowed 
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2013-14 Verification 

• Documentation of high school completion 

status:  Recognized equivalent of a high 

school diploma 
• General Educational Development (GED) Certificate; 

• State certificate received by a student after the student 

has passed a State-authorized examination that the 

State recognizes as the equivalent of a high school 

diploma; 

• Academic transcript of a student who has successfully 

completed at least a two-year program that is 

acceptable for full credit toward a bachelor's degree; or 
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2013-14 Verification  

• Documentation of high school completion 

status: recognized equivalent of a high 

school diploma 
• For a person who is seeking enrollment in an educational 

program that leads to at least an associate degree or its 

equivalent and has not completed high school but has 

excelled academically in high school, documentation from 

the high school that the student excelled academically in 

high school and documentation from the postsecondary 

institution that the student has met the formalized, written 

policies of the postsecondary institution for admitting such 

students 
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2013-14 Verification 

• Documentation of high school completion 

status: Homeschooled 
• Transcript, or the equivalent, signed by the parent or 

guardian, that lists the secondary school courses 

completed by the applicant and documents the 

successful completion of a secondary school education;  

OR 

• A secondary school completion credential for home 

school (other than a high school diploma or its 

recognized equivalent) provided for under State law  
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2013-14 Verification 

• Documentation of identity/statement of educational 

purpose – STUDENTS THAT APPEAR IN PERSON 

• Present to an institutionally authorized individual 

• A valid government-issued photo identification; and                               

• A signed statement of educational purpose  

• Provided by ED and cannot be modified 

• Maintain, an annotated copy of the identification: 

• The date documentation was received; and  

• The name of the institutionally-authorized individual that 

obtained the documentation 
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2013-14 Verification 

Documentation of identity/statement of educational 

purpose  - STUDENT UNABLE TO APPEAR IN 

PERSON 

• Must provide the institution— 

• A copy of a valid government-issued photo identification  

                              AND 

• An original, notarized statement of educational purpose 

signed by the applicant 

• Statement of educational purposes provided by ED and 

cannot be modified 

• Cannot be faxed or scanned 
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2013-14 Verification 

Certification and Signatures 

• If the institution combined two or more sets of text into 

a single document (worksheet), only one set of 

certification/signatures is required, except that a 

separate signature is required by the student for 

execution of the Statement of Educational Purpose.  

• Also, this certification and signature is not required for 

the submission of signed tax returns or for IRS Tax 

Return Transcripts  
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Verification Tracking Groups 

• Verification flags 

• Verification tracking flags 

• Verification tracking groups 

• Items to verify based on group 
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Verification for 2013-2014 

                  Verification Tracking Flag Groups 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Verification 
Tracking Flag 

Verification Tracking Group Verification Description 

V1 Standard Verification Record selected because conditions based on 
statistical analysis error-prone risk model were 
met 
 
 

V2 SNAP Verification Record selected for receipt of SNAP criteria only 

V3 Child Support Paid Verification Record selected for Child Support Paid criteria 
only 

V4 Custom Verification Group Record selected for Identity criteria only  
 

V5 Aggregate Verification Group Record selected for Identity criteria and 
“Standard Verification” criteria 

Blank  Not selected for verification 
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–Tax Filers 
‒Adjusted Gross Income 

‒U.S. Income Tax Paid 

‒Untaxed Portions of IRA Distributions 

‒Untaxed Portions of Pensions 

‒ IRA Deductions and Payments 

‒Tax Exempt Interest Income 

‒Education Credits 

‒Number of Household Members  

‒Number in College 

‒Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

(SNAP-Food Stamps) – if listed on FAFSA 

‒Child Support Paid  - if listed on FAFSA 

 

 

 

‒   

 

V1– Standard 
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V1—Standard (cont.) 

• Non-Tax Filers 
• Income Earned from Work 

• Number of Household Members 

• Number in College 

• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

(SNAP-Food Stamps) – if listed on FAFSA 

• Child Support Paid  - if listed on FAFSA 
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V2—SNAP  

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program      

(SNAP-Food Stamps) 
 

  (1) A statement signed by the applicant/parent affirming that 

SNAP–Food Stamps benefits were received by someone in 

the household during the 2011 and/or 2012 calendar years. 

  (2) If school has concerns with accuracy of information, the 

institution must obtain documentation from the agency that 

issued the SNAP-Food Stamps benefits  
 

This was the only thing that made them hit an Auto-Zero EFC 
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V3—Child Support Paid 

Child Support Paid by the student (or spouse), 

the student’s parent or both 
 

(1) Statement signed by the applicant/parent certifying— 

(a) The amount of child support paid; 

(b) The name of the person who paid the child support; 

(c) The name of the person to whom child support was paid; and 

(d) The names of the children for whom child support was paid 

(2) If the institution has reason to believe that the information 

provided in the signed statement is inaccurate, the applicant must 

provide the institution with supporting documentation, such as—

divorce decrees, checks, signed statements, etc. 
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V4—Custom  

• High School Completion Status 

• Identity/Statement of 

Educational Purpose 

• Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program (SNAP-

Food Stamps) 

• Child Support Paid  
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V5—Aggregate  

• High School Completion Status 

• Identity/Statement of Educational Purpose 

AND 

• All items indicated-Tax Filer (V1) 

• All items indicated-Non-Tax Filer (V1) 

28 

Communicating with Schools 

Y V3 

Selected for Verification 

Child Support Paid Verification Group 

2013-2014 
999999999 

Auto Zero EFC Flag    XXX    Rejected Status Change Flag                      X   Duplicate SSN Flag    XXX 
EFC Change Flag  XXXXXXXX    Verification Selection  Change Flag           y   Address Only Correction X  
SNT Flag              XXX    Special Circumstance Flag                           X   SAR C Change Flag       X 

Y  

Transaction is now selected for verification when the 
transaction being corrected was not selected 
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Communication with Students 

Current SAR comments: 

• Dependent Student (170) 

• Your FAFSA has been selected for a review process 

called verification.  Your school has the authority to 

request copies of certain financial documents from you 

and your parent(s).                                           

• Independent Student (171) 

• Your FAFSA has been selected for a review process 

called verification.  Your school has the authority to 

request copies of certain financial documents from you 

(and your spouse).                                          
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―NEW‖ - Training Feedback 

To ensure quality training we ask all participants to 

please fill out an online session evaluation   
 

• Go to http://s.zoomerang.com/s/DavidBartnicki 

• Evaluation form is specific to David Bartnicki 
 

• This feedback tool will provide a means to educate and 

inform areas for improvement and support an effective 

process for ―listening‖ to our customers 
 

• Additional concerns about training can be directed to 

joann.borel@ed.gov 
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Thank you! 

David Bartnicki 

404-974-9312;  

david.bartnicki@ed.gov 

 

              

              

Verification Resources 

• 6/18/10 NPRM (Pages 34825 – 34834) 

• http://www.ifap.ed.gov/fregisters/FR061810ProgramInterityIssu

esNPRM.html 

 

• 10/29/10 Final Rule (Pages 66902 – 66913 and  66954 – 66958) 

• http://www.ifap.ed.gov/fregisters/FR102910Final.html 

 

• Federal Register Notice of Information To Be Verified for the 

2012–2013 Award Year 

• http://www.ifap.ed.gov/fregisters/FR071311FAFSAInformation.h

tml 
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Verification Resources 

• GEN-11-13 and GEN-11-03 

• http://www.ifap.ed.gov/dpcletters/GEN1113.html 

http://www.ifap.ed.gov/dpcletters/GEN1103.html 

 

• Q&A on Program Integrity website: 

• http://www2.ed.gov/policy/highered/reg/hearulemaking/2009/ve

rification.html 

 

• Sample 2012-2013 Verification Worksheets 

• http://www.ifap.ed.gov/eannouncements/020312SampleVerifica

tionWorksheets1213.html 
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Verification Resources 

• FAFSA-IRS Tax Return Transcript Matrix 

• http://www.ifap.ed.gov/eannouncements/031612FAFSA1213Ve

rificationIRSTaxReturnMatrix.html 

 

• 2012-2013 Application and Verification Guide 
• http://www.ifap.ed.gov/fsahandbook/attachments/1213AVG.pdf 

 

• GEN-12-07—Acceptable Documentation for Income 

and Taxes 

• http://www.ifap.ed.gov/dpcletters/attachments/GEN1207.pdf 
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Verification Resources 

• 2012-2013 Electronic Data Exchange (EDE) Technical 

Reference 

• http://www.ifap.ed.gov/edetechref/ 

010612EDETechRef1213Jan12Update.html  

• 2012-2013 ISIR Guide 

• http://ifap.ed.gov/isirguide/attachments/1213ISIRGuideDec201

1.pdf  

• EA on Acceptable Documentation Update for 2012-

2013 Award Year Verification 

• http://ifap.ed.gov/eannouncements/110212AwardYrVerAcceptD

ocs.html 
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Verification Resources 

• Electronic Announcement on Acceptable 

Documentation for Verification of 2011 IRS Information 

• http://www.ifap.ed.gov/eannouncements/072012Acceptable 

Documentation4Verification2011IRSInfo.html  

• Electronic Announcement on Limited Circumstances 

When a Signed Copy of a Tax Return or Other 

Documentation is Acceptable for Completing 

Verification 

• http://www.ifap.ed.gov/eannouncements/082112LimitedCircum

stances WhenSignedCopyofTaxReturnisAcceptable.html 
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2013-2014 Verification Resources 

• Federal Register notice published 7/12/2012 

• Dear Colleague Letter GEN-12-11 

• http://www.ifap.ed.gov/dpcletters/GEN1211.html  

• Electronic Announcement on Plans for 2013-2014 

Verification Worksheets 

• http://ifap.ed.gov/eannouncements/110112Plansfor13

14VerificationWorksheets.html 

• For related operational details, please attend: 

• Session 26 – FAFSA and Application Processing 

Update  
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