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Calling all FASFAA members! 

The 2017 Annual Conference will be here before we know it.   

This conference is special, as it is our 50th Anniversary. We are in 

the planning stages now, but for this to be a success, WE NEED 

YOU!  If you will be attending the conference in Orlando in 2017, 

please consider volunteering some of your time and talent during 

this event.  

IT’S EASY 

Go online: www.FASFAA.org 

Select Member Services  

Volunteer 

 

It’s that simple! There is something for everyone to do at the next 

conference. So, if you have ever considered getting involved, 

now is a great time. 

FASFAA NEEDS YOU! 

http://www.FASFAA.org
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It brings me great honor to accept the nomination for 

FASFAA’s Region I Representative.  

For my background, I am both a product and a profession-

al of financial aid. Federal student loans were necessary 

for me to pay for my post-secondary education and I 

would not be where I am today without them. It would be 

a lie to say that I ever envisioned myself working in our 

profession when I graduated from THE Florida State   

University in 2004 but, I can honestly say that I cannot 

picture things working out differently now.  

I’ve worked in financial aid for almost eleven years across 

three different institutions. I firmly believe that my vary-

ing experience allows me to consider the perspective of all 

financial aid sectors whether public, private, profit, not-for

-profit, large or small. Starting as a Financial Aid Officer 

in 2006, I have risen through the ranks and held differing 

responsibilities along the path to my current position of 

Financial Aid Director at Gulf Coast State College in  

Panama City.  

As for FASFAA, I had the privilege of serving as Co-

Electronic Services Chair from July 2014 to June 2016. 

During this time I was able to revamp FASFAA’s website, 

expand FASFAA’s social network footprint, and take part 

in both the 2015 and 2016 annual conference committees. 

If elected as the FASFAA’s Region I Representative, I 

will strive to:  

 Increase regional membership  

 Explore the possibility of conducting virtual work-

shops  

 Introduce information technology training sessions 

into workshop agenda  

 Achieve fundraising & charity donation goals, as set 

forth by FASFAA’s Executive Board  

 Lobby for the expansion of need-based aid from the 

Florida Department of Education  

Personally, my wife Katie and I have been married for 

over ten years and we have two wonderful children. My 

son Jackson is in first grade and my daughter Julia is    

delighting us with the terrible twos.  

My hobbies include hockey, poker and spending time with 

my family.  

In closing, I truly thank you for reading my statement of 

candidacy and humbly request your vote for FASFAA’s 

Region I Representative. I will try my hardest for you and 

will always keep your financial aid priorities at 

FASFAA’s forefront.  

Sincerely,  

 

Kristopher Hatcher 

Financial Aid Director  

Gulf Coast State College  

850-873-3543  

KHatcher1@gulfcoast.edu  
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To Whom It May Concern,  

I am writing this letter to announce my candidacy for Region III Representative. I am happy to nominate myself, 

Sedrick Brinson, as a potential candidate of this prestigious association and I am immensely grateful and humbled to 

have the opportunity to run for this position. Kindly allow me to describe my qualifications that make me an eligible 

candidate for the position.  

I hold an Associates of Applied Science degree in Business Administration from Lake-Sumter State College and I am 

currently enrolled in the Bachelor of Arts in Organizational Communication at Florida International University, Miami, 

Florida. I started my career in Financial Aid in August 2004 as a work-study student at Lake-Sumter State College locat-

ed in Leesburg, Florida. From a work-study student, I was promoted to Program Specialist of Financial Aid, then Senior 

Program Specialist of Financial Aid, and ended my tenure at Lake-Sumter State College as the Coordinator of Financial 

Aid Scholarships.  

I then relocated to Valencia College in August 2012 as a Financial Aid Specialist for the Financial Aid Services District 

office. Currently, I oversee the Default Prevention Program and Default Prevention Advisory Committee Chair. My say-

ing is, "At Valencia College, we not only strive for success for our students in the classroom, but also in their future 

endeavors. By creating financial awareness, our goal is that our students leave with a sense of financial stability." I am 

also an active member of the Florida Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (FASFAA) and a new member 

of the Southern Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (SASFAA).  

In my role as a Financial Aid Specialist, I have been given the opportunity to create default prevention lesson plans and 

facilitate workshops, initiate outreach and reporting with students in jeopardy of defaulting on their student’s loans 

and contribute to institutional financial outreach initiatives. My first priority is to be supportive in my role with stu-

dents, stake holders and the institution and be ever vigilant in maintaining the consistency of policy enforcement and 

communication. I believe my diverse experiences in financial learning, literacy and knowledge of financial aid federal 

and state statutes have allowed me to develop an ability to work seamlessly with a broad cross-section of people and 

departments within an organization in order to best reach our common goals of success. I look forward to the chal-

lenge of such a multi-faceted position within such a dynamic association.  

I hope this describes why I think I am eligible for the Region III Representative position. If you have any further      

questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me by email at SBrinson5@valenciacollege.edu or by phone at 407-

582-5236.  

Thank you,  

Sedrick Brinson    
Financial Aid Specialist  

Valencia College  
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It is with great sadness to inform you of the passing of a FASFAA 

family member. Laura Katina Hamilton of The Florida State   

University Office of Financial Aid succumbed to injuries obtained 

in a serious car accident. 

Katina served FASFAA in numerous elected and volunteer     

positions. She served as Presenter, Moderator, Region 1 repre-

sentative and as Vice President of Training. She most recently 

offered of herself to be a candidate for President-Elect in the 

upcoming election and would have been on the slate. 

Those who have had the pleasure to work closely with Katina, 

know that she was always an upbeat, positive person and was 

always willing to help in any way she could. 

Sincere condolences goes out to her FSU family, her children, 

other family members and her friends. May her soul rest in 

peace. 

Katina’s Vision  

It is a pleasure to be nominated to continue to represent the 

association in running for the office of President-Elect. Financial 

aid, for many, is the determining factor when deciding to pursue 

their educational goals and dreams.  As an administrator, it is 

important to inform prospective and current students of the 

funding options available to them, therefore outreach is a key 

factor to our profession.  I have served on your executive board 

as Vice-President of Training and Region 1 Representative and 

look forward to continuing to serve the Florida Association of 

Student Financial Aid Administrators in any way possible.  The 

association is vital to the continued growth of our profession 

and is THE resource for all aid professionals throughout the 

state.  

In my 20 years in the higher education field, I have been fortu-

nate to promote Financial Aid and Financial literacy via Florida 

State University’s outreach program by: organizing and          

coordinating Financial Aid Awareness Nights; conducting FAFSA 

labs in Leon,  Jefferson, Wakulla, and Gadsden Counties; and 

participating as the Presenter in FASFAA College Goal Sunday 

for Leon County.   

 

 

As Vice President of Training for the Association, I’ve organized 

and conducted various training opportunities for administrators 

within the state.  I am continually training new administrators 

within my office.  I am a member of the National Association of 

Student Financial Aid administrators and volunteer at various 

community events further promoting awareness.   

If elected, OUTREACH and influencing state legislation would be 

my focus.  As the state association, we can work together to 

educate our students on options of funding to continue to    

enhance our future as a society by providing access to           

education for many that think education is not obtainable     

because it is not affordable.  The association represents         

financial aid administrators for all areas and with a growing 

membership, we could use our influence to assist our future 

and current students by ensuring we secure financial assistance 

for them.   

Laura Katina Hamilton 

Assistant Director of Student Financial Aid  

Florida State University 
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As President-Elect, I had the   
honor of representing the 
Florida Association of        
Student Financial Aid         
Administrators (FASFAA) at 
the National Association of  
Student Financial Aid  
Administrators (NASFAA)  
Legislative and Leadership  
Conference February 27, 
2017, through March 1, 2017, 
in Washington D.C.  

This conference was for   
Financial Aid Administrators and Association President 
Elects/Officers and provided valuable training and insight 
on Association Management.  

The highlight of the conference was scheduled visits to 
Capitol Hill to discuss/lobby for federal student aid regula-
tions with various Senate offices. 

Cheryl Philippeaux (Region V Representative, attending 
on behalf of her institution) and I were able to meet with 
representatives from Senator Rubio’s  and Senator      
Richard Burr’s (North Carolina) offices, where we            
discussed the following: 

 FAFSA simplification. 
 Continuing the use of prior-prior year FAFSA and the 

advantages it gives colleges and students by packag-
ing and awarding aid earlier and giving students the 
chance to make admission decisions earlier. 

 Giving institutions the right to limit student loan     
borrowing. Institutions are held responsible for their   
cohort default rate but the regulations do not allow us 
to restrict borrowing amounts. 

 Bring back year-round Pell Grant to incentivize  
students to complete earlier and supporting NASFAA 
stance with Senate Bill 3040 for year-round Pell. 
 

 

 

Senator Rubio’s office was  
appreciative of the time 
spent and really engaged. 
They expect  education top-
ics to occur later this year 
and took our business cards 
as they would like to contact 
us for detailed conversation. 
 
We also scheduled a meeting 
at United States Department 
of Education (USDOE) head-
quarters with Federal        
Student Aid officials along 

with representatives from the Southern Association of 
Student Financial Aid Administrators (SASFAA).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on page 14 
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I was able to meet with the following personnel: 

Gail McLamon 
Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary Policy, Planning & 
Innovation Office of Postsecondary Education 
Department of Education 

Carney McCullough 
Senior Policy Analyst  
Office of Postsecondary Education 
Department of Education 

Ann Marie Weisman 
Management and Program  Analyst 
Office of Postsecondary Education 
Department of Education 
 
Topics of discussion included:   

 Continuing the use of prior-prior year FAFSA, it is  
currently an executive order and needs to become 
statute. 

 Code 399 conflicting information on 16-17 & 17-18 
FAFSA. 

 Providing USDOE feedback on this new regulation 
and advising them of our current numbers. 

 Pushing for schools ability to limit student loan   
borrowing. 

 Pushing for guidance on schools having professional  
judgment on dealing with situations where house-
hold income may have changed from 2015 tax year 
to 2016, first time using prior-prior year tax info on 
FAFSA. 

 Pushing for USDOE to increase processing time and  
communications on the status of schools recertifica-
tion or changes to ECAR. Currently if we submit  
official changes or even request a program for Title 
IV authorization, it can take more than a year for         
approval.  

 Increasing support and guidance as it pertains to 
schools submitting Gainful Employment reports. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overall, this was the most productive visit as the         
Department of Education was very gracious and         
appreciative of the visit and feedback.   

They recommended we meet on an annual basis. 
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https://www.ruffalonl.com/papers-research-higher-education-fundraising/2013/Attitudes-Motivations-College-Transfer-Students
https://www.ruffalonl.com/papers-research-higher-education-fundraising/2013/Attitudes-Motivations-College-Transfer-Students
http://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/policy-levers-to-strengthen-community-college-transfer-student-success-in-texas.html
http://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/policy-levers-to-strengthen-community-college-transfer-student-success-in-texas.html
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https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/
https://www.nacada.ksu.edu/Portals/0/Clearinghouse/advisingissues/documents/Cost-of-Attrition.ppt?ver=2016-10-03-105610-000
https://www.nacada.ksu.edu/Portals/0/Clearinghouse/advisingissues/documents/Cost-of-Attrition.ppt?ver=2016-10-03-105610-000
https://www.ruffalonl.com/documents/shared/Student_Retention/ReturnonInvestmentEstimator.pdf


 17 

 

http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED515398.pdf
https://www.ruffalonl.com/documents/gated/Papers_and_Research/2016/2016NationalReport_FreshmanMotivationstoCompleteCollege.pdf?code=54760960201612
http://www.nsse.indiana.edu/html/annual_results.cfm
http://www.nsse.indiana.edu/html/annual_results.cfm
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As students increasingly rely on loans to finance part or all 

of their college education the need for relevant, timely  

information to help make informed borrowing choices has 

become more critical than ever.  

 

Students themselves are indicating a need for such  

initiatives, as demonstrated through a number of surveys 

that uncover numerous confusing concepts for loan  

borrowers. Consider the following:  

 48% of borrowers either don’t know or incorrectly     

estimate the amount they have borrowed.
1
  

 28% incorrectly believe they have no federal loans at 

all.
1
  

 94% of student borrowers do not understand their loan 

repayment terms.
2
  

 

The ramifications for borrower confusion can be significant. 

When students do not invest in or avail themselves of  

existing loan counseling resources, those students, as well 

as schools and society at large, suffer from the effects of 

over borrowing, lower degree attainment, increased  

attrition, and student loan default. 

 

A number of schools and states, however, are using a  

simple yet innovative approach to help students actively 

manage loan debt as they progress toward degree  

completion. These institutions use loan summaries,  

sometimes called “debt letters,” to supplement loan  

counseling practices and expand on financial education 

outreach—keeping students apprised of their individual 

borrowing levels and allowing them to make informed 

choices about future repayment scenarios.  

 

Loan summaries/debt letters are a simple, low-touch effort 

to keep student borrowers engaged in the active  

management of their loans while in school. While letters 

can vary among institutions, commonalities include a  

summary of current aggregate borrowing, estimated  

monthly repayment amounts, and resources for learning 

more or obtaining help. These summaries are strategically 

scheduled to be delivered at times when students are  

making financial aid and/or course registration decisions, 

thus providing a highly-effective, just-in-time intervention 

for borrowers. 

 

Inceptia’s newest research brief, Loan Summaries:  

Nudging Students Toward Smart Borrowing, examines how 

three different universities administered their loan summary 

initiatives and the corresponding results on student  

behavior. The results offer support that this simple,  

lost-cost practice can impact not only borrowing behaviors, 

but also academic performance and enrollment  

persistence. Furthermore, the brief offers best practice  

considerations for schools looking at implementing loan 

summaries to support student success. 

 

The research brief and a recorded webinar diving deeper 

into the brief’s findings and offering insight and strategies 

on how loan summaries help borrowers better understand 

their loans can be viewed at inceptia.org/smart-borrowers. 

  
1. Akers, E. and Chingos, M. (2014, December). Are College Students 

Borrowing Blindly? Brookings Institution. Retrieved from: https://

www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Are-College-Students-

Borrowing-Blindly_Dec-2014.pdf 
2. Rathmanner, D. (2016, January). January 2016 Student Loan Borrower 
Survey. LendEDU. Retrieved from https://lendedu.com/blog/January-
student-loan-survey. 
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Submitted by Jan Smith, Manager of Outreach Services 

Office of Student Financial Assistance  
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Submitted by Carol Bailey, Director of Information and Training 

Office of Student Financial Assistance 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Welcome/
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http://www.floridacollegeaccess.org/about-the-florida-fafsa-challenge/
http://www.floridacollegeaccess.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/List-of-FAFSA-Challenge-All-Stars-5-percent-Schools-Districts-2016-17.pdf
http://www.floridacollegeaccess.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/List-of-FAFSA-Challenge-All-Stars-5-percent-Schools-Districts-2016-17.pdf
http://www.floridacollegeaccess.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/FAFSA-Challenge-Change-in-Pell-Grants-Awarded-2016-17.pdf
http://www.floridacollegeaccess.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/List-of-FAFSA-Challenge-All-Stars-5-percent-Schools-Districts-2016-17.pdf
https://public.tableau.com/views/FloridaFAFSAFinishLine/BySchool?%3Aembed=y&%3Adisplay_count=yes&%3AshowVizHome=no
http://www.floridacollegeaccess.org/take-actionpartner-initiatives/
https://public.tableau.com/views/FloridaFAFSAFinishLine/BySchool?:embed=y&:display_count=yes&:showVizHome=no
https://public.tableau.com/views/FloridaFAFSAFinishLine/BySchool?:embed=y&:display_count=yes&:showVizHome=no
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https://ifap.ed.gov/dpcletters/GEN1704.html
https://ifap.ed.gov/dpcletters/GEN1704.html
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Filling 

 1/4 Cup sugar 

 1 1/2 Packages (16 ounces each) Driscoll's Strawberries, hulled and quartered 

 2 Cups heavy cream 

 1 Tsp. vanilla extract 

 

Shortcakes 

 10 Tablespoons chilled unsalted butter, cut into small pieces plus more for pans 

 3 1/2 Cups all-purpose flour 

 1/2 Cup sugar 

 1 Tbsp. baking powder 

 1 Tsp. baking soda 

 1/4 Tsp. salt 

 1 3/4 Cups heavy cream 

 
Directions 
 
Shortcakes 
 
Preheat oven to 375°F. Generously butter 3 (8-inch) round cake pans. Set aside. 
 
Combine flour, sugar, baking powder, baking soda and salt in bowl of a food processor or large bowl. Add butter and pulse in food processor 
or cut in with a pastry blender or 2 knives until mixture resembles coarse crumbs. Gradually add heavy cream and pulse in food processor 
(stirring with a fork several times to help distribute cream) or stir into bowl with a fork until just moistened (do not over mix). 
 
Gather dough into a large ball (if using food processor, first transfer mixture into large bowl) and gently knead on a lightly floured surface, 
just until smooth (about 5 turns). 
 
Divide dough into 3 equal portions and with hands, press each piece of dough into a prepared cake pan, spreading to edges and making as 
smooth as possible. 
 
Bake about 25 minutes or until top is golden. Let cool 5 minutes in pans on wire rack then turn out to cool completely on wire rack. 
 
Filling 
 
Combine heavy cream and vanilla extract in a mixing bowl and beat with an electric mixer on high until soft peaks form. Gradually add sugar 
while beating just until stiff peaks form. Keep refrigerated until ready to use. 
 
Assembly 
 
To serve, place first cake layer on serving plate and top with about 1/3 quartered strawberries in a single layer. Top with about 1/3 whipped 
cream and spread until even. Top with second cake layer and repeat with 1/3 quartered strawberries and 1/3 whipped cream. Top with final 
cake layer and spread remaining whipped cream in an even layer, leaving about 1-inch border around. Top with remaining quartered straw-
berries in a mound. Serve immediately. 
 
 

Classic Strawberry Shortcake Recipe 
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FASFAA  

FASFAA@FASFAA.org 

www.FASFAA.org 

Contact Information 

See you at the conference! 


