
4/26/2013

1

OBJECTIVES

• How does society look at “family” today?
• How does the federal government look at the “family 

today”?
• How does states look at the “family” today ?
• How do we as financial aid professionals work with students 

and parents when talking about the “family”?
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WHAT DEFINES A “FAMILY” TODAY?
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• Traditional

• Single Parent

• Other
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FAMILY TODAY
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STATE VIEWS
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HOW DO STATES LOOK AT THE “FAMILY” 
TODAY?

• Laws

• Jurisdiction

• Permits
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HOW DOES SOCIETY LOOK AT “FAMILY” TODAY?

• The Defense and Marriage Act (DOMA)

• The FASFA
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HOW DOES THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
LOOK AT THE FAMILY TODAY?
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FEDERAL ISSUES

• Supreme Court Decisions
• http://youtu.be/FSQQK2Vuf9Q
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FINANCIAL AID PROFESSIONALS:

WHAT CAN WE DO?
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FINANCIAL AID PROFESSIONALS
• Professional Judgment
• Education
• Awareness   

Financial Aid Folks can help put it
all together
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 Institutional
 Possible professional judgment 

State
 Laws have to be reviewed and 

changed
Federal
 Legislators must begin changing 

laws
Society
 Change attitudes about the 

definition of “family”

Issues 
Under 
Review

QUESTIONS?

Contact Information:
Nathan Basford
nbasford@fsu.edu
850.644.2675
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